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Figs . 3-5, 12 - Retacapsa tridentata n. sp., 3) holotype USNM 239532, distal 
view. Sample 330-7-5, 120 em, X 6700. 4) Paratype USNM 239533, distal view 
Sample 330-7-5, 120 em, X 7200. 5) paratype USNM 239534, distal view. 
Sample 330-7-5, 120 em, X 8700. 12) Paratype USNM 239543. Sample 

330-6-3, 25 em. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: A species of Retecapsa with a central area divided into quadrants by 

broad, nearly flat cross bars which parallei the major and minor axes of the 

coccolith. The shorter cross bar flares slightly where it intersects the rim; each 

half of the longer cross bar abruptly divides into three equal processes shortly 

before it meets the rim. Two small triangular perforations may present between 

the diverging processes of the long axis cross bar. 

Description: The symmetrical lateral processes of the ·long axis cross bar curve 

and eventually parallel the short axis cross bar where they intersect the rim. 

A low, narrow secondary rim of elements may line the inner margin of the rim, 
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and a similar set of crystals may be situated along the outer edge of portions of 
the rim. 

Size: Holotype: 7.5 1-1m X 5.8 1-1m; Paratypes: 6.5 [l.m X 5.0 1-1m. 

Remarks: 

The species name refers to the three-prong nature of the major axis cross bar 
ends. This species differs from R. angustiformata in the extreme diminutive 
nature of the outer pairs of perforations which are often obscured by overgrowths 
and detritus. In addition, the orientation of the long axis lateral processes at 
the point of junction with the rim differs between the two species of Retecapsa. 
This species is distinguished from Cretarhabdus schizobrachiatus (GARTNER) 
BuKRY by the presence of two well-developed distal rim cycles and more similar 
morphology of major and minor axis cross bars in the latter species. 

Type level: 

Oxfordian. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau. DSDP leg 36. Sample 330-8-1, 107 em. 

Depository: 

U.S National Museum, Washington D. C. 
Holotype: USNM 239532; paratypes: 239533 , 239534, 239543. 

Author: 

Wise S. W. and Wind F. H., 1976, p. 306; pl. 76, figs. 3-5; pl. 88, fig. 12. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 
drilling on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. 
Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491 ; 89 pls., 
3 figs., 7 tbs. 

c 

( 


	Retecapsa tridentata Wind & Wise (1976) [11181]

